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President’s Thoughts

By Ronda Purdy, MA, CPAT
Greetings KY AHEAD Members,

I’m not sure where this year has gone, but we’re already just a few months from our annual KY AHEAD Conference.  We’re very excited to share with you some of the details of the conference this year and to let you know what the board has been up to over the past several months.  
First, I would like to say that having the opportunity to be involved on the KY AHEAD Board has been an enjoyable and enriching experience.  I would encourage anyone who is interested in taking a more active role in AHEAD to consider running for an office.  It’s not only a time to help shape the vision of KY AHEAD, it’s also an opportunity to collaborate (and commiserate!) with a group of very knowledgeable and resourceful people.  There will be two positions open for the upcoming school year:  President Elect (3 year commitment) and Secretary, (two year commitment).  If you’re interested in running for or learning more about either of these positions contact any of the Board members listed below.  I have thoroughly enjoyed this experience and want to thank the KY AHEAD Board members and others on Sub-Committees for their creativity and commitment to the students we serve.  

We are Lake Barkley Bound!  Yes, this year’s conference promises to be both informative and relaxing as we assemble in Western Kentucky at the beautiful Lake Barkley State Park on May 15th and 16th.  The Conference Committee will give you all the details in an article to follow including session information that addresses the theme, “Emerging Technologies, Trends, and Reasonable Accommodations.”

A scholarship committee was also formed this year with Cathy Patus as chair.  Cathy and her committee identified some changes and updates that needed to be made for our KY AHEAD annual scholarship application in order to clarify qualifications and create consistency.  KY AHEAD will continue awarding two, $500 scholarships each year.  We hope to continue to fund this through our silent auction proceeds, so please consider this as you peruse the auction items this year at the conference.  Also remember that we will gladly accept cash donations.

We continue to focus on the need to update our KY AHEAD Bylaws, as well as the creation of a handbook that can be used and updated regularly by the board in order to provide a history of our organization, explain procedures, duties and clarify roles.  Our hope is that this will provide some consistency as board members change.  
It is our enduring hope that the KY AHEAD membership will continue to grow.  To that end we have discussed ways to spread the word to individuals across Kentucky who work in the disability services area.  We’ve discussed making changes to our KY AHEAD website to include more resources for members, as well as updated events.  We’ve also discussed the idea of ‘mini-conferences’ held in more remote areas so that we can include the further reaches of Kentucky; those individuals who don’t always have the funding to make it to the annual conference.  
I am truly excited to see all of you at the KY AHEAD Conference in May and I really have enjoyed working with Board Members this year.  Remember, the Board of Directors is here for you!  Please let us know if you have any ideas or suggestions.  

Sincerely,
Ronda Purdy, MA, CPAT
KY AHEAD President
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2012 KY-AHEAD Conference
Will you be ready for a relaxing retreat in May at Lake Barkley State Park?  It is a beautiful setting for us to get away from campus for a couple of days and reflect on what we do.  Our theme this year is “Emerging Technologies, Trends, and Reasonable Accommodations.”  
The Conference session dates are Tuesday and Wednesday, 15-16 May.  Many of us will arrive on Monday, 14 May to register and gather at the Welcome Reception from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. (Central Standard Time).  Registration will continue Tuesday morning from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.  The Conference Registration fee is $150, which includes the Conference, lunch and dinner on Tuesday, breakfast on Wednesday, and a one-year membership with KY-AHEAD.  Watch for the Registration Announcement to be posted soon.
Our Key Note Speaker is James Bailey, author of Managing the Assistive Technology Process: The Nontech Guide for Disability Service Providers (2008).  He will share lessons learned through his experience at the University of Oregon as the Adaptive Tech Adviser, where he manages campuswide assistive technology.  He also is an advisor to the University of Oregon for Web and course management system accessibility issues, as well as legal issues regarding student access to technology. 
We’ll continue with a discussion of current legal issues and trends with a representative from the Office of Civil Rights, and James Bailey will lead us in a work session in the afternoon.  Dr. Karin Lewis from the University of Kentucky will lead sessions for Interpreters.  Our Wednesday session will include open mic and a panel of our peers to discuss current trends and issues we are all managing and an opportunity to share our interpretations and questions about reasonable accommodations.  Come prepared with your questions, struggles, humorous stories.  This is our time to share, laugh, and enjoy the company of others who are in the same boat.
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Optional Lake Cruise at Sunset
We have a special event planned for Tuesday evening.  How about a sunset cruise on the lake?  We have an option to take an evening cruise on a luxury yacht.  The yacht is accessible and has a panoramic upper deck.  There is an additional fee of $25 per person, and we are limited to fifty people on the yacht, so make your reservation early. 
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Room reservations are open now and are reserved under “KY-AHEAD.”  We have 93 rooms and 4 suites reserved, including 6 rooms and 
1 suite that are ADA accessible.  
Every room has a deck overlooking the lake!  Conference rates are $59.95 (+ tax) for single/double rooms per night; $159.95 (+ tax) for a suite per night.  
Make your reservation early – rooms are guaranteed until April 14th.  
Please contact the park directly to make your reservations.  Phone: (270) 924-1131, or Toll Free: (800) 325-1708.

Lake Barkley State Park is located at 3500 State Park Road, Cadiz, Kentucky 42211.  Their website is http://parks.ky.gov/parks/resortparks/lake-barkley.
Conference Committee:
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Upcoming Events

“ iTNAHEAD ” IDEAS in Memphis 2012; Tennessee Association on Higher Education and Disability 2012 Spring Conference.  April 12-13, 2012.  University of Memphis, Memphis, TN.  For registration information please contact Chester Goad, Tennessee AHEAD President, cgoad@tntech.edu 
Multiple Perspectives on Access, Inclusion, & Disability:Experience Understood in Image, Poetry, Narrative, and Research. April 24 - 25, 2012, The Ohio State University Columbus Campus. For more information please visit: http://ada.osu.edu/conferences/2012Conf/2012intro.html or contact the ADA Office by email: ada-osu@osu.edu or by voice at 614-292-6207.
2012 KY-AHEAD CONFERENCE:  Emerging Technologies, Trends, and 
Reasonable Accommodations.  May 15-16, 2012.  Lake Barkley State Park, Cadiz, KY.  For registration information please contact  Susan Fogg (susan.fogg@uky.edu) or Leisa Pickering (leisa.pickering@uky.edu).
The 35th Annual AHEAD Conference held in conjunction with the PEPNet 2.0 Training Institute; “Diversity, Equity, Social Change, Influence,Global, New Orleans”.  July 9 - 14, 2012.  New Orleans, Louisiana, Sheraton New Orleans - Canal Street.  Registration information at: http://www.ahead.org/conferences/2012/online-reg 
Scholarship Information

Remember those Silent Auction items that you bid on or purchased at last year’s conference??  Now is the time to use those proceeds to award two (2) $500 scholarships for students with disabilities! Your students are counting on you to share this information and encourage them to apply. The deadline for receipt of all materials is April 25, so do not delay.  Get the word out to your students now!
For details, plus the application form, visit: 

http://louisville.edu/disability/ky-ahead-scholarship.html 

Contact Cathy Patus, Chair, Scholarship Committee, at 502-852-0909 or cathy.patus@louisville.edu with questions.
Silent Auction

Each year, KY-AHEAD awards two $500 scholarships to deserving Kentucky students with disabilities. The organization pays for the scholarships through money raised at the silent auction held at our annual conference. WE NEED ITEMS for the auction. All types of items do well in the bidding, but overnight hotel stays and restaurant gift cards for meals usually bring in the most money. Please contact Colleen Kane at 859-442-4120 or colleen.kane@kctcs.edu and let her know that you have an item to donate. 

Membership Benefits
The Kentucky Association on Higher Education and Disability (KY-AHEAD) professional membership cost is $20.00 and is included in the conference registration fee.  If you are not a member and cannot make it to this year’s conference, please consider joining.  You can contact Colleen Kane, 
KY-AHEAD membership chair, at 859-442-4120 or by e-mail at colleen.kane@kctcs.edu.
Professional associations exist for the benefit of the individuals within that organization. Where do you get information about legal obligations, best practices and trends in serving students with disabilities in postsecondary education? 
KY-AHEAD’s goals are to:
· exchange information and resources relevant to services for students 
· engage in professional development opportunities at state and regional conferences 
· engage in discussion and brainstorming on items of interest via an electronic e-group
· stay apprised of pending legislation and court decisions impacting disability services
· engage in advocacy activities.
By becoming a member of KY-AHEAD, you get these benefits and more. Also, membership provides individuals with a work-related venue in which to gain or demonstrate leadership skills. Support the only professional association in Kentucky that is solely dedicated to promoting full inclusion of students with disabilities in postsecondary education.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Website:  http://www.ahead.org/affiliates/kentucky 
